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Writing Success Stories
SWIB’s Wisconsin Private Debt Portfolio provides 
financing for company operations both inside and 
outside of the state. While its fiduciary duty is 
owed to the participants of the WRS, SWIB has 
found ways to invest meaningful capital directly 

into companies that not only provide market 
rate returns, but also lead to enhanced economic 
activity throughout the state. 

As of June 30, 2016, the portfolio held loans to 

SWIB Partners With Organic Valley
A good example of SWIB’s ability to work with 
companies in the state was the investment made in 
La Farge, Wis.-based Organic Valley. As the nation’s 
largest cooperative of organic farmers, Organic Valley 
is a recognizable name on grocery store shelves from 
New York to California. 

What started as a group of seven organic farmers 
committed to agriculture and building a future for 
sustainable family farming in rural communities 
has become a company that is a national leader in 
organic agriculture with more than 1,700 family 
farms. In 2007, when Organic Valley needed a partner for an automated storage and distribution center 
it was building in Cashton, Wis., it turned to SWIB. SWIB worked with the cooperative to develop a 
plan that would meet Organic Valley’s needs as well as SWIB’s investment guidelines. The result was a 
distribution center with a computerized retrieval system that helped Organic Valley improve efficiency 
and customer service. Those improvements allowed the company to realize significant growth because 
it was able to expand nationally. The company’s growth resulted in the hiring of more employees in La 
Farge and Cashton as well as the addition of hundreds of farmers in Wisconsin and the upper Midwest. 

As the company continues to grow and build on its success, Organic Valley and SWIB are exploring 
ways to work with each other again.


